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OPEN HEARTS—OPEN MINDS—OPENDOORS

Notes from the Pastor's Pen . . .

“Gratitude begins in our hearts and then dovetails into behavior. It almost always makes
you willing to be of service, which is where the joy resides. It means that you are willing to
stop being such a jerk. When you are aware of all that has been given to you, in your
lifetime and the past few days, it is hard not to be humbled, and pleased to give back.” 
― Anne Lamott, Help Thanks Wow: The Three Essential Prayers

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

There are many different feelings that are swirling within me as I compose this
note for you. I am sure that I am not alone in my feelings as we anticipate a
transition at Ocean Shores United Methodist. I can hardly contain my excitement
about the future that is just beyond the horizon as we prepare to serve together
in mission at OSUMC. Along with my excitement, I am seeking to understand
what this new “retired status” and “part time” service in a local church means for
us. This time requires that each one of us lean into God’s grace and root
ourselves in the power of prayer that keeps us centered in the love of God. I want
you to know that I am praying for you during this important period of pastoral
transition, and I welcome your prayers also.

All of our lives are shaped by the critical experiences of living that inform and
shape us as human beings; some experiences are welcomed and some are
surprisingly challenging. As I look back on the last seven years of full time
ministry, I am deeply aware of the awe-inspiring presence of God’s grace in my
life that picked me up when I was down and helped me to discover deep and
abiding joy.

Continuned below
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October Sermon Series
Help, Thanks, Wow—The Three Essential Prayers

Inspired by the book by Anne Lamott

Author Anne Lamott says there are three simple prayers that can get you through
the good, bad and even the ordinary aspects of daily life. In this sermon series,
we will explore these three simple prayers for our own journey, and take our
prayer life to a uniquely different level as we seek to root the self in God. Join us
for this thought provoking sermon series.

“If I were going to begin practicing the presence of God for the first time today, it
would help to begin by admitting the three most terrible truths of our existence:
that we are so ruined, and so loved, and in charge of so little.” ― Anne Lamott,
Help Thanks Wow: The Three Essential Prayers

Sunday, October 14 — Help!

Scriptures: Psalm 40:11-17; Matthew 26:36-39

There are times in life when the waters have been troubled that the only prayer
you can voice is “HELP.” Honestly, it might be the most important prayer to offer.

Sunday, October 21 — Thanks!

Scriptures: Philippians 4:4-7; Psalm 105:1-7; Isaiah 12:2-6

Gratitude is about perspective. How do you live with gratitude? We have been
given much more than we are ever asked to give in return.

Lighthouse September 2018 http://192.168.1.100/Lighthouse-09-2018.html

2 of 5 9/29/18, 6:37 PM



Archive photo by Susan Conniry via Facebook®

Ice Cream Social
Syrup, Fruit, Nuts Needed
Sign up sheet on bulletin board

Sunday, October 28 — Wow!

Scriptures: Isaiah 6:1-8; Exodus 3:4-6; Revelation 4:8-11

When words lose their ability to convey the depth of feeling then it’s time to
simply say, “Wow”.

Community Dinners Resume October 19

Vicki Schmidt and Pam Tuttle will
again organize and serve monthly
community dinners.

Join them, church members, and
individuals from the community each
third Friday from 5:30–6:30.

Pam and Vicki continue a series that
began with Soup & Bread repasts in
2016. Last year, the offerings
advanced to soup and sandwiches.
After three years, we should have a
tradition!

Newsbits

Worship Time Returns to
10:30 am October 7

For the Convention Center
Halloween Party,
Please consider a donation of a bag of candy
for the Church booth.

Suggested In Kind
Donations for the Ocean
Shores Food Bank

October Canned Tomatoes or Tomato
Sauce

November   Turkey Dinner Trimmings
(Olives, Cranberry Sauce, Yams,
Pumpkin)
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Fanta-Sea Thanksgiving Weekend

The Church will raise funds at the annual handicraft show at the Convention
Center. Consider using your talents. Handicrafters please contact Vicki Schmidt
or Pam Tuttle.

Notes from the Pastor's Pen (Continued)

I want you to know that I am a newly wed couple. Shelley Thompson and I were
married in the Puyallup U.M.C. on February 14, 2016. We met through
E-Harmony; it is true. Shelley has a daughter, Sarah, who is married to Aaron,
and together they are the parents of a beautiful granddaughter, Maria Elizabeth,
who is not yet a year old. Shelley will make plenty of trips back and forth to
Missoula to be with that grandbaby. Shelley is a realtor and a retired educator.

I want you to know that I am the proud father of two daughters. Rachel is my
eldest, and she is an Attorney in Seattle, and specializes in dependency law.
Rebekah at the University of New Mexico. She is the Student Body President of
the University, and is majoring in Political Science and French. The three of us
are blessed by the incredible legacy of their mother, The Rev. Linda Jean Myers,
who died suddenly in 2014. My daughters and I are filled with gratitude for Linda
Jean’s time with us even though it was much too short.

I want you to know that I love Washington State. In fact, my family of origin all
live in Washington State, and I am blessed to be reunited with family members in
one state after 40 years of living apart. My family lives in Bremerton, the San
Juan Islands, and the Vancouver area. One of the most powerful memories I have
as a child was the family driving from Orchards, WA, and taking my father to
McCord AFB so that he could depart on a transport plane to Vietnam in 1967. I
grew up on AFB installations, and listen carefully to my father tell stories of his
love for flying. My childhood memories are shaped by life lived in the glistening
sunlight off the snow covered peaks of Mt. Ranier, Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams,
and Mt. Hood. In fact, I learned to swim, canoe and chase girl scouts on Spirit
Lake.

I want you to know that I have much more I wish that I could share with you but
there will be plenty of time for those stories in the future. Let me conclude by
simply saying, my heart is filled with gratitude (reflecting on Anne Lamott) for
the dawning of this new chapter in my life, and I pray that you, the good people
of Ocean Shores UMC, will bear witness to the gratitude that fills my heart
through the many ways that I will engage with you in forming loving partnership
for the purpose of bringing to bear the Good News of God’s love for all people.

Joy Comes in the Morning!
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Sunday Dinners are Coordinated by Week in Month

Please feel free to add to the dinners

1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

All Church Pot Luck
Ruth and Ann
Denise and Vicki
Sooze Colwell
Bob Hadman—All Mens Sunday

Web Calendar @ oceanshoresumc.org/calendar

Building Schedule

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat.

1
  12 N
 AA

2
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

3
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

4
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

5
  12 N
 AA

6

7
  10:30 A
Worship
(Communion)

8
  12 N
 AA

9
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

10
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

11
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

12
  12 N
 AA

13

14
  10:30 A
Worship

15
  12 N
 AA

16
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

17
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

18
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

19
  12 N
 AA

20

21
  10:30 A
Worship

22
  12 N
 AA

23
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

24
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

25
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

26
  12 N
 AA

27

28
  10:30 A
Worship

29
  12 N
 AA

30
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

31
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

The Lighthouse
Ocean Shores United Methodist Church
557 Pt. Brown Avenue - P. O. Box 853
Ocean Shores, Washington 98569
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