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What Are We Searching for? 

St. Matthew 5:6 

 

  Many of us, or our family and friends, are intimate with addiction. We are aware 

of this, experiencing the trauma first hand or vicariously. Not all addiction is harmful. In 

this fourth Beatitude, we hear Jesus giving a promise of blessing to those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness. Echoes of addiction, that. For those who are addicts, it is 

passion and need that drives us. 

 

 I often wonder what being passionate about righteousness looks like in reality. If 

you are a smoker your awakening thought is tobacco and when can I smoke. If your 

addiction is to something else, your morning plan is where can I get my first taste. 

Addiction is a hunger, a thirsting passion that is in control of your life. 

 

 In our society, the word righteousness may be understood to mean differing 

things. For some, it brings negative images of "Holier-than-thou" experiences to mind. 

Hypocrisy is what Jesus is critical of. On one occasion Jesus said, "When you fast, do not 

look somber like the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men that they 

are fasting." Jesus expressed caution in our pursuit of righteousness because it is easy 

to look righteous and be the opposite. 

 

This warning is necessary because being righteous is more than just obeying the 

commandments. Righteousness is not a new dress or pair of jeans, something you ‘put 

on.' Righteousness is about spirit and heart and what happens inside of you. The 

Beatitudes teach us Godly values that call us to self-discipline. When you are in control 

of yourself, it is easier not to fall victim to sinful thought and action. When we seek for 

righteousness our generosity stops greed; our self-centeredness is replaced by 

compassion, and love changes hate. 

 



 

  God calls us to sainthood, sanctity, or holiness. Rowan Williams, the Archbishop 

of Canterbury, writes "The blessed life is not perfect or complete. If anything, it is more 

elementarily incomplete, more nakedly exposed to the tragic limits of human experience. 

The saint is often the furthest thing in the world from what we might call a successful 

life. Over the saint, there hangs not a reassuring nimbus but a shadowy question mark. 

There is no solution to the saint, the weakness of a saint, the madness of a saint. The 

saint is mad with God's wisdom, broken by God's wholeness, wounded by God's 

unbearable nearness. This ambiguity is intimately related to the riddle of Christ: Christ, 

the foolish wisdom of God, Christ the fragile Pantocrator, Christ the ambiguous 

revelation of God's  brightness.” 

 

  The life of a ‘Follower of the Way' is the refinement of a patient, attentive 

adoration of the mystery of God. There, we are stripped naked, questioned, and left 

speechless by a reality that we cannot control.  

The foundation of righteousness is in our owning the truth that all people are of 

equal worth. Jesus based his call to righteousness squarely on unconditional love, or 

what St. Paul calls "grace." Each virtue we find in the Beatitudes is possible when grace 

is present.  

 

  Elsewhere in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says "Do not judge, for you too will 

be judged. Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no 

attention to the plank in your eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, 

and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye." Jesus calls us 

to treat our sisters and brothers as we hope they would treat us, with unconditional 

love. 

 

  Please note that Jesus doesn't dump on us when we judge someone for doing 

something wrong. It's OK to judge, as long as we have judged ourselves by the same 

standard. Jesus can judge because he has not committed any offense. What Jesus is 

condemning is hypocrisy, not judging. And, this value he is teaching, is integrity. This 

means that you and I need to be able to discern the difference between acts of genuine 

inner righteousness, and those done only for show.   

 



 

  We gain the self-discipline to overpower our human nature only when we hunger 

and thirst for righteousness. How we become passionate is seen in Jesus' training us. 

Often, our growth comes through illness. When we ‘get sick' of our empty pursuit of 

happiness, when we discover that worldly happiness does not satisfy, we begin asking 

‘what else is there?'  

 

  Or, it might be by knowing someone who radiates joy in their life, an openness to 

change, and a warmth of welcome. We experience a longing to know what is the secret. 

If this centered, blessed person is brave enough to share; and we may ask "How she do 

that?" 

 

 When we hunger and thirst after righteousness it does not matter who you are, 

or what you have done with your life, we are blessed. Jesus calls us to live in such a way 

that leads to the Kingdom of God here and now. A Kingdom where everyone is worth all 

the wonderful things that the Kingdom offers. To walk as "Followers of the Way," as 

people who are loving, compassionate, forgiving and peaceful.  

  In the middle of our lives, with its failures and victories, its fears and its hopes, its 

doubts and its assurances, we can find the passion for righteousness, and begin to walk 

in Jesus' way. And you discover that Jesus' way is how you want to walk for the rest of 

your life. May it be so for each of us. Alleluia. Amen. 

 

  

 


