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OPEN HEARTS—OPEN MINDS—OPENDOORS

Notes from the Pastor's Pen . . .

When Jesus taught the parable of the mustard seed and how the Kingdom of
God is like it, he was therapeutic. The mustard seed is tiny, but it grows large.
The size of the seed is insignificant.

Pliny the Elder, lived at the same time as Jesus, and he wrote of the plants that
grew in the Mediterranean area. He described the mustard seed in two ways:
it is medicinal, and it is a weed that not only takes over your garden but it is a
weed that cannot be stopped.

When Jesus speaks of the Kingdom of God, he means that it is like a weed, a
virus. Jesus, the gardener, is planting a plant in the world. He says he is going
to be talking about nonviolence, a simple life that will appear stupid to the
world, but his Kingdom is going to take over the world. He has planted the
eternal truth, and it may take two or twenty or two thousand years for us to
get the point.

The description for living in between is called faith. Jesus speaks of grace and
how to live God's hope while rejecting the world as it is. This is the unease
that's hard to resolve. Remember, there will always be two worlds: the world
of earthly power; and the world as it ought to be in love. The key to living in
the Kingdom of God is to "Love God will all your heart, soul, mind, and spirit;
and... Your neighbor as yourself." May it be so for all of us.

See ya in church, Wayne
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TEXTS FOR SEPTEMBER
 4 St. Matthew 5:9

11 St. Matthew 5:10

18 St. Matthew 6:7-9a

25 St. Matthew 6:31-33

Paul & Megan's
New Address

Paul Filipkowski & Megan Manary
21522 Hales Hunt Court
Spring TX 77388

Congregation Leadership

President Administrative Council
   Gerry Dixon
Treasurer
   Barbara White
Lay Leader
   Marvin Wheeler
Worship
   Helen Lord & Jean Wheeler
Trustees
   Vicki Schmidt
Nurture
   Lois Westlund
Outreach
   Rooe Simpson

Ice Cream Social

Over Fifty Served

The three flavors were served up, and
socializers added toppings. Many visiters
sampled the vanilla, chocolate, and
strawberry, but it was members who did not
want to choose.

GRASS CLIPPINGS

by Marv Wheeler

Mowing grass is a menial task that does
not require a lot of thought or mental
acuity. One does not have to tax their
brain to follow the tracks of the previous
round made by the mower. In fact, it can
be boring. It does have its’ rewards
however, in that the activity generally
improves the looks of the lawn that is
being mowed, requires some physical
activity that is healthy for the one
mowing, and provides an opportunity for fresh air and sunshine which is also
healthy. Best of all, it is a great opportunity to meditate on one’s relationship
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with God, to ponder what else can I do to further His Kingdom on earth.

I am reminded of a story I heard years ago. In a cathedral in Germany there
was a beautiful statue of Jesus standing with his arms outstretched. The
people of the town loved the statue and it was one of the things they made
sure their visitors saw when they came to visit the town.

During a bombing raid in World War II a near miss by a bomb severely
damaged the statue. It was decapitated and the arms were blown off among
other damage. At the end of the war as the town began to rebuild, the people
of the town began to look for the missing parts of the statue hoping that it
could be repaired. The head was found as well as the arms but search as hard
as they might they could not find the hands. Some wanted to abandon the
restoration but a young lady placed a plaque at the base of the statue.

If you were to read that plaque today this is what you would read:
I have no hands but your hands to do my work today.
I have no feet but your feet to lead men on the way.
I have no tongue but your tongue to tell men how I died.
I have no help but your help to lead them to my side.

In this particularly difficult time in our society we as Christ's disciples are His
hands, His feet and His tongue to a lost and hurting world. We should be
asking ourselves how we can be instruments of peace what can we do to show
others the love of Jesus.

Web Calendar @ oceanshoresumc.com/calendar
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BUILDING SCHEDULE

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat.

1
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

2
  12 N
 AA

3

4
  10:30 A
Worship
(Communion)

5
  12 N
 AA

6
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

7
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

8
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

9
  12 N
 AA

10

11
  10:30 A
Worship

12
  12 N
 AA

13
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

14
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

15
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

16
  12 N
 AA

17

18
  10:30 A
Worship

19
  12 N
 AA

20
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

21
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

22
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

23
  12 N
 AA

24

25
  10:30 A
Worship

26
  12 N
 AA

27
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

28
  12 N AA
 6:30
Bible Study

29
  10 A - 2 P
 Senior Res Ctr

30
  12 N
 AA

Ocean Shores United Methodist Church
557 Pt. Brown Avenue - P. O. Box 853
Ocean Shores, Washington 98569
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