
Three, Not Five Guys! – January 3, 2015 
By Wayne J. Schneider – Soli Deo Gloria 

 

Three, Not Five Guys! 

St. Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Central to both the heritage and the hope of God’s people Israel, is Jesus. The first 

chapter of St. Matthew informs us that Jesus comes from the lineage of king David, the 

son of Abraham. In chapter two, we find the Magi, the wise men, journeying to 

Jerusalem, because they had witnessed a miraculous star. Being smart guys who 

happened to be astrologers, non-Jews, and probably from the area of present day Iraq, 

they come to the Holy city asking questions: “What does it mean? 

 

 Today, with the proliferation of technology, it is difficult to comprehend going to 

one place to find an answer to our questions. Being clever, these three knew they 

needed to go to the place where the Holy Scriptures we read, understood, and lived.   

 

 King Herod learns about these journeymen (Jerusalem is, after all, a small town!) 

and what they want to do. Being paranoid, the king gathers the Jewish intellectuals, 

those who knew the Torah, the Law, what we call a part of the Old Testament, and asked 

them: “Where will the Messiah be born?” He is told in the village of Bethlehem, as the 

Hebrew prophesy promised. 

 

 We know Holy Scripture has layers of meaning. As we saw last Sunday, the name 

“Bethlehem” means “House of bread.” As bread nourishes people, Jesus comes as the 

“Bread of Life” (St. John 6:35), and fills our hunger for relationship with God and each 

other. Please note that the spiritual food is not for Jews only, but also for outsiders, the 

poor, and the marginalized.  

 

 The three wise guys leave Jerusalem on their way to Bethlehem. They navigate by 

starlight. The closer they come to the tiny village, the more they are besieged with joy. 

Can you recall times when you have been overcome with joy? For me, our wedding and 



the birth of our three children are as brilliant now, as they were then. These were 

astonishing, wonder-filled times when time seemed to be at a standstill.  

 

 Then, the Messiah is born, witnessed by the Magi who were called to this place at 

just the right time. And, as their journey ends, an epiphany occurs, a time when God is 

present and eyes are opened, and these men are consumed with radical joyfulness. The 

Christ Child is born and these guys get to witness it!  

  

One of my favorite Christmas carols is “In the Bleak Midwinter.” The lyrics draw 

me toward the unstoppable joy and happiness of the birth of Jesus. And, in a sense, also 

help me to keep my focus on Jesus, even when he is right before my eyes. 

 

 What do we do when we are overrun with Joy? These astrologers know to bring 

gifts! The number three in Holy Scripture is meaningful, so being lead by the Holy Spirit, 

these men bring meaningful gifts: a symbol of security (gold), a jug of Frankincense 

(power), and Myrrh, not the sound your cat makes, on catnip, but a symbol of death. 

 

 One would think that after their ‘mission accomplished,’ they would return home. 

But, as I say, there are layers of meaning here. They do return home but via an alternate 

route avoiding king Herod. The Magi now understand that Jesus is God’s promised sign 

of love. Herod represents hatred while Jesus is love, God’s love for the world. You see, 

once you have met Jesus your life becomes an amazing ride!  

 

 A new year offers a unique opportunity. This “Bread of life,” born in the ‘City of 

flesh,” not only invites you to his Table, but requests that we face all of what the new 

brings, with our lives absolutely focused on God.  

 

We have this opportunity now. I invite you to the Lord’s Table, to receive the 

Bread of Life, Jesus Christ. The Epiphany of our Lord is a reminder of the possibility of 

our transformation. We change when we meet Jesus. Our lives can be altered, as the 

lives of the three wise guys were. I challenge each of us to commit 2016 to knowing and 

living like Jesus, for the glory of God. Alleluia. Amen. 


