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Are You Snake Bitten?” 

Numbers 21:4-9 

 

 We discovered last week, that in the beginning God initiated the building of the 

relationship process with humankind, and the cosmos as we know it. We also noted 

that in any relationship trust is a key issue.  

 

 Following trust the readiness to being at risk, to openly share your thoughts 

and feeling, and to hazard conflict for the sake of relationship, is another stage of 

development. Father Abraham’s willingness to call God on God’s promise of children, 

resulted in the Abrahamic covenant.  

 

 Once trust and vulnerability are onboard what remains is the willingness to 

commit to an agreement regarding the relationship. God through Moses gave the 

Israelites Ten commandments to commit to, as their relationship grew together.  

 

 Like God’s people in the desert, our relationship needs accountability. It is in 

living out our relationships we encounter problems. We might say that it is in 

relationships that problems develop. This could be called ‘The Law of Accountability.’  

 

 God perpetually attempts to show us the consequences of our choices. Starting 

in the Garden of Eden, where God confronts Adam, and Adam then blames Eve, and 

ultimately God. God continues to this day to help us see reality with clarity. 

 

 In the desert for forty years God led the Jewish people through the sea, provided 

water from a rock, bread from heaven, fresh meat from the sky, to provide for their 

basic needs. God establishes the ground rules for a relationship with God and each 

other. 

 

 These ex-slaves however, became impatient. Granted, they did not have much 

to keep them occupied: no TV, videos, or movie theatres. They were annoyed with 

God and Moses, questioning why they were in a relationship with God at all. "Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in this wilderness?" Not honoring their 

commitment, they try to weasel out of their responsibility, by blaming Moses and by 

inference, God. 

 



 

 In our text we read about poisonous snakes. Those who were bit died. This 

experience did many things for these campers, as you may imagine. It caused them to 

understand their role in everything that had happened, because they had neglected 

their relationship with God and one another. They ran to Moses, confessed their sin, 

and asked ole Moe to pray for them, because these people were still not ready to be 

in relationship with God.  

 

 So Moses prayed for them. What strikes me is that God did not remove the 

snakes, but provided a way for the bitten to be healed. As God instructed Noah in Ark 

building and zoo keeping, God instructed Moses in metallurgy. Moses has a bronze 

snake created, attaches it to a wooden pole, and any person who has been bitten, who 

looks at the bronze snake, will live. 

 

 God gives the healing but we need to take the responsibility. This one of the 

most difficult things for us to do. Many of us have an inclination toward blaming God 

for many things: our marriages deteriorating, our bodies falling apart, our finances 

failing, our waistlines increasing, and so on.  

 

 Regardless of where we are in life, the questions appear to be: “Is God with me?” 

“Do I believe God can provide me with a way out?” “Is healing possible for everyone?” 

Jesus uses this incident to illustrate his coming death on the cross, where people may 

look to him to find spiritual healing. 

 

 If you are a committed Jesus follower, are you willing to trust God regardless of 

what is happening in your life? Even as we live a life filled with Godly love, in a world 

filled with poisonous snakes? It is our faith that empowers us to look to God, to both 

heal us and lead us through. 

 

 Can you name your poisonous snakes? Are you prepared to trust that God will 

walk with through it all? Alleluia. Amen. 

 

  


