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Love is Not a Many Splintered Thing! 

1 John 4:7-21 

 

  Ernest Havemann writes: "You can see them alongside the shuffleboard courts in 

Florida or on the porches of the old folks' homes up north: an old man with snow-white 

hair, a little hard of hearing, reading the newspaper through a magnifying glass; an old 

woman in a shapeless dress, her knuckles gnarled by arthritis, wearing sandals to ease 

her aching arches. They are holding hands, and in a little while they will totter off to 

take a nap, and then she will cook supper, not a very tasty supper and they will watch 

television, each knowing exactly what the other is thinking, until it is time for bed. They 

may even have a good, soul-stirring argument, just to prove that they still really care. 

And through the night they will snore unabashedly, each resting content because the 

other is there. They are in love, they have always been in love, although sometimes they 

would have denied it. And because they have been in love they have survived everything 

that life could throw at them, even their own failures." 

 

St. John challenges us to ‘love one another' because God is love. As you know, 

there are all kinds of love, from the sticky-sweet to selfless and many in-between. 

Holy Scripture is not shy in talking about love. The concept of love is simple enough 

to understand, but it is the practice of love that is problematical. Beginner or 

journeyperson, God followers are in the process of knowing and growing in love.  

 

  When asked, Jesus answered a man's question of ‘what is the greatest 

commandment?" with, "Love God with all your heart, strength, soul, and mind." Then, 

invest your time in "Loving your neighbor as yourself." The fulfillment of this command 

takes a lifetime. 

 

  No matter where we begin, whatever our life situation, St. John challenges us to 

love each other. As a recipient of God's love, we are encouraged to love even more. 

This call of God asks us not to be content with the quality of our love for God and each 

other, but to strive for a more complete, deeper love. Love is the ether of God's 

internet.  

 



 

  St. Francis of Assisi called love the ‘language of God.' It is one way to be 

connected to God's network. When we experience God's love, we desire to love others. 

This love, the more we comprehend it, spend time with it, and change with it, 

increases our motivation to share it with others and the world. 

 

  When Jesus combined the two commandments, to love God and our neighbor, 

he was saying ‘these two are indivisible.'  They are linked together. Even Albert Camus 

said, "I know of only one duty, and that is to love." The love of God lives inside of each 

God follower. God designed Love to be long-lasting. Love is the lifeblood of our 

relationship with fellow believers. Love circulates through our fellowship with our 

sisters and brothers, in our relationships with our communities, and with God. 

 

  Love stretches us to a new life, a life without hatred, condemnation, or envy. St. 

Paul instructs us in first Corinthians chapter thirteen, that love is not resentful, does 

not require other people to agree with us, and continues when others won't act or 

believe as we do. 

  

God's love takes away what I call the irascible "I's: impatience, indifference, 

irritation, and intolerance. This love changes us. When we are grounded in this love, 

we learn to accept one another as family members and Jesus' friends. We long to be 

with our sisters and brothers, loving them as God loves us. 

  

  St. John is unrelenting in his encouragement that our lives display this Love of 

God. Jesus used ordinary examples to show us the truth. On one occasion, he taught 

that God Followers are like vines and branches. Interconnected. Life flows from the 

vine to the branches so that the plant might live and grow. Without this linking life 

does not happen. 

 

  Everything in life changes, we adapt and become more than we've been or our 

Spiritual life remains stagnant. St. John reminds us that God's love is communicated 

by our loving one another. "They'll know we are God Followers by their love."  

 

  This love is both a noun and a verb. God's love is displayed when with our 

emotions, feelings, and actions we are vigorously serving others. The Holy Scriptures, 

especially the New Testament, call us to live in this love all of our lives. God's love is 

ferocious and courageous. Audacious in its nature; this perfect love is like parental 



 

protection. Or, it is like the willingness to give up your life for someone. God's love is 

strong enough to forgive and bring reconciliation. We are united when we are in love 

with each other. 

 

  God's love is lavishly shared and like grace, given to us as a gift. It cannot be 

earned or lost. Pastor Bob Hoem often wears a shirt that has this written on it’s back: 

"God loves you, and there's not a darn thing you can do about." This love is revealed in 

kindness, empathy, and in assistance to one another. 

 

  This Royal love is clearly seen in the life of Jesus Christ. This is revealed in his 

willingness to give his life for all of us. My prayer for you and me is that we are, and 

will continue to be, receptive to this gift of love. May we pledge to live our lives in 

God's love, communicate with others in love, and love one another forever. Alleluia. 

Amen. 

 


