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Have You Flown Over the Cuckoo Nest? 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

When I look in a mirror I see Charlie Brown! Do you remember the reoccurring 
theme with Charlie Brown, Lucy, and the football? It seems that I am often running to 
kick the football and never connecting. As often as this happens I just cannot stop 
repeating the action. And, when it comes to relationships, I don't even want to talk 
about Lucy! Relationships can be hazardous to your health. 
 
  For the last three weeks we have looked at actions that either hinder or 
improve our relationship with God and one another. Essential to dynamic 
relationships are trust, vulnerability, and committed accountability. Today I want us 
to examine the fourth and final action needed for our relationships to function well: 
carelessness in the little things. This is pride, or hubris, and ego hindering our ability 
to objectively evaluate whether a relationship is really working. 
 
  It was Albert Einstein who is credited with this definition of insanity: "Doing the 
same thing over and over again and expecting different results." You may remember 
that the actor, Jack Nicholson, played in the film "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest." 
Each relationship needs attentiveness to what we and other people do, or we may run 
a fowl. 
   
Our Old Testament lesson informs us that God pays attention to the details, to the 
consequences of our actions, and does not stop attempting to teach, help, and support 
us as we learn. 
 

Following the Biblical account of Adam and Eve, Noah, and Moses with his 
serpent, God chooses Abram, who became Abraham, through whom God would bless 
the world with a covenant. 
 
  So, we have the Ten Commandments via Moses, as the foundation of a solid 
relationship with God and others. God's people obtained salvation in the desert by 
looking up to God in a picture of the Christ to come. 
 
  In our passage from Jeremiah we discover that God's people are slaves in 
Babylon, the result of disobedience to God by not trusting God for their salvation. Yet, 
God does not give up, talk about patience! God is going to do a God thing: Something 
new! God adds to the covenants, the Law. God will place this Law in hearts of people, 
and this law is the ‘law of love.'  



 

 
If we want our spiritual life to change we must live as Jesus did. Listen to 

Thomas Keating: "We must then translate all of our relationships—with God, ourselves, 
other people, and the cosmos—into this new perspective and way of being in the world. 
The principal means of reaching transforming union is the personal love of Christ." 
  
  The era has passed when anyone will hold a certain standard to another and 
say, "Know God!" God followers have the opportunity to study the love of God and 
others, and then choose to become a God follower. If we do this we will experiment a 
heart transplant. The Psalmist asks: "Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me." With God all things are possible. 
 
  The Law of Love is what I call the “Jesus Covenant.” A covenant with Jesus' 
followers who are to take this law of Love to their villages, towns, counties, states, 
nations, and ultimately, the world. Jesus came to teach the Message to the Jews, but 
his followers are to teach the world by example.   
 
  Jesus taught that as a seed must be put into the soil, so Jesus' life, death, and 
resurrection produced the fruit of the Jesus Covenant. All who look to him believing 
become a member of the Covenant. God has gifted us with the Holy Spirit who 
reminds us of God's love, cleans up our act, and leads us into love. 
 
  Now, this is something that must be tested daily. How well did I love today? Was 
it with my whole heart, soul, mind, and strength? And did I remember my neighbor?  
 
  As we are brutally honest with God in our relationship with him and others, 
God's gift of forgiveness makes all things new. It all begins with sincere faith and trust. 
Do we trust? Are we vulnerable? Are we willing to commit to be God followers? Will 
we let the Law of Love live in our hearts? Will we be attentive to how our relationships 
are doing? The choice is yours. Alleluia. Amen. 

 


