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Did Someone Get Your Goat? 

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46 

 

  Once again we examine Jesus and the “end of days”. In the Apostle's 

Creed, we speak of Glory. Jesus' saving journey on earth is complete, and he is 

now sitting in glory with God's people surrounding him. It's kind of like St. 

Matthew is sharing with us his ‘cliff notes’ on the ‘Sermon on the Mount' and 

what sounds strangely like 1st Corinthians chapter 13! 

 

  Like so much of Holy Scripture, our Gospel lesson appears to be so easy 

to understand, you might suggest that it is more elementary school than 

collegian. It reads like a certain TV ad slogan for insurance, "Like a good 

neighbor…." We merely need to keep a list to note our good deeds, so that they 

may prompt us when we get to the pearly gates. 

   

  Please see that there are two different groups reflecting on the same list 

but from differing viewpoints. As we ponder this passage, we pick the first 

perspective. This group orders T-shirts with cute sheep on the front and 

performs acts of mercy: feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, clothe the 

naked, care for the ill, and visit the prisoner. 

 

  The second group hides their eyes and looks the other way. That appears 

to be enough to indict them does it not? But there is a twist. Everyone was 

bamboozled when Jesus said, "For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, 

and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 

I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was 

in prison, and you visited me." I was he who you helped or turned away from. 

 

  So, what is happing here? Why were the sheep not doing good works for 

God? Could it be that they neglected to put on their ‘What Would Jesus Do?' 



 

bracelets that morning? Did they not see the face of Jesus in the faces of others? 

I guess not. Verses 37-39 (NLT): "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 

and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was 

it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing. And when was it we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?"  

 

  Why did they miss this? I believe that it involves their preferred ‘thing.’ 

What is the thing you enjoy most? What are your ‘favorite things?’ Take 

gardening for example. I believe gardening is manual labor with little reward 

for the effort. Sylvia disagrees. Regardless of the weather she is out there 

digging, snapping-off, and planting. "It isn't work" she tells me, "I love doing 

it!" 

 

  I know you have things to involve yourselves in simply for the pleasure 

of doing it. I wonder if this is true for these people-helpers in our Gospel 

Lesson? Do they do these things for the love of God? Perhaps, not so much for 

the love of God as for the love of God in us.  

 

  Do you understand the contrast? These people ‘helpers' did what they did 

not because they thought, ‘I will do this for the love of God.' Rather, they said, 

"I am doing these acts of mercy because I cannot think of not doing them." You 

may be tempted to think that anyone would have done the same, but you would 

be wrong. Far too many look the other way. 

 

 Some may think that these sheep are just naturally kind-hearted, yet if 

you read St. John (1 John 1:8 NLT) it neutralizes this thought: "If we say we 

have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the truth." 

There is a little bit of goat in all of us for which we always stand in the need of 

grace and forgiveness. 

 

  One of the reasons we gather together each week is that we grow and are 

shaped by each other. It is a good thing to be in God's house and to walk together 



 

in the light of Jesus. As we become more like Jesus we are enabled to become 

a blessing to others. 

 

  In St. John's Gospel we read "If you believe in me, come and drink! For 

the Scriptures declare that rivers of living water will flow from within." (St. 

John 7:38 NLT) The goats stop the flowing water and become stagnant. The 

sheep go with the flow of the Spirit. 

 

  So, what of this list? Perhaps this list is Jesus' favorite things. As we ask 

for the Holy Spirit's help may this list become ours too. The list is not something 

you write down but something that is written in your heart. May our spiritual 

hearts explode with love for God and humanity. Alleluia. Amen. 

 


