
 

What’s in Your Wallet?  -  July 26, 2015 
By Wayne J. Schneider – Laudamus Te 
 

What’s in Your Wallet? 

St. John 6:1-15 

 

"When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force 

to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself" (St. 

John 6:15). 

 

  I spend a significant amount of time choosing the choruses and 

hymns for worship each Sunday. The reason for doing so is to, as much 

as possible, blend all the elements of our worship. I consider the 

Scripture lessons, the Church Season, as well as what you like to sing. I 

would guesstimate that one of the main reason hymns are chosen in the 

Church universal is, "do the people like this hymn?"   

 

 To me, a more intriguing question is "What hymns does God 

enjoy?" This is a startling question because it is an essential question. 

You might remember that Jesus lost about the same number as he 

saved. It is glaringly evident that Jesus centers his ministry on more 

significant questions than "Do people like me?" 

 

  Today's Gospel lesson includes a story about Jesus, but it is also a 

story of a crowd.  "A large crowd kept following Jesus," says St. John. 

What better indication of success? No one argues with numbers. Jesus is 

popular. 

 

  St. John shares why the crowd was following Jesus: "They saw the 

signs that he was doing for the sick (v. 2). Jesus was healing like crazy. 

You remember the adage, "If you've got your health …." A gazillion 

number of people were staying with Jesus because he was healing 

people, meeting their needs. 

 



 

  Jesus, however, was not staying with them. He takes his disciples 

and retreats to the mountains for a time-out, a respite from the needs of 

people. But the people persist. Jesus sees a large crowd approaching 

and, who says Jesus doesn't have a funny bone, says to Phil, ‘hey, how 

much would it cost to feed this crowd?' 

 

  Phil says, “Probably half a year's salary might be enough for 

snacks.” Some kid is found who has a brown bag lunch with some 

biscuits and a couple of sardines. Jesus, being a man of order, arranges 

everyone, asks the boy for his lunch, offers grace, and everybody eats 

until they are stuffed. Jesus is compassionate and walks what he talks.  

 

In all likelihood, you have heard this sermon before. Jesus is 

compassionate and meets our needs. This may be the reason we are in 

church today. 

  

But the story doesn't end here. Of course, the crowd is impressed. 

They mutter to each other, "This guy must be God's prophet!" Jesus must 

be pleased; finally the people seem to have begun to understand. So 

much rejection followed by reception must have pleased Jesus. Finally, 

the Jesus Movement is getting started. 

 

 Not so much. Jesus does not accept their applause. "When Jesus 

realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 

king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself." (v.15).  

 

  This is odd. Here, where people begin to accept Jesus, praise him 

as Lord, he anxiously retreats to be  alone. What prompts him to do this 

when his coronation was near? 

 

  People need bread, and Jesus has provided bread. They 

acknowledge him as king. What more does Jesus desire? Remember at 

Jesus' temptation in the desert, when Satan asked Jesus to ‘turn these 

stones into bread?"  and Jesus refused? 



 

 

  Bread is good, right? Feeding the hungry is good, right? Why did 

he refuse Satan's offer and then, when he did feed the crowd, why did he 

refuse their offer of kingship? 

  

  Jesus discovered something in himself that informed him that he 

could not meet all the needs of the crowd, and at the same time be 

faithful to God's plan for his life. Satan's temptation was for Jesus to 

become ‘a wonder-worker.” This Jesus refused.  

 

  When Jesus returns from his retreat, he reprimands them for only 

being concerned about their physical hunger. The Crowd asks for an 

addition miracle (sign) but Jesus refuses. Instead, he shares the ‘bread of 

life' sermon where he shows them that he is what they need. This is one 

of Jesus' so-called ‘hard' sayings and many people drop out, and no 

longer are his followers. Jesus refuses to play the ‘quid pro quo' game: 

the ‘what will you do for me?' 

 

  It may be that many people attend church to find help to make it 

through another week, to discover and hold onto peace, to seek and 

discover guidance for difficult decisions. But if we look at this story 

more closely we find it is a story about Jesus, not just us. We attend 

worship thinking primarily about ourselves when the Scripture speaks 

mainly about God. 

 

  When will I finally learn? Following Jesus on "The Way" is not 

another helpful plan to obtain what I want. Being a follower of Jesus is a 

way God obtains what God wants. Jesus is not just an additional 

therapeutic method to get what we want. The whole counsel of 

Scripture is clear that we don't know what we want. 

  

  St. John tells us that Jesus accomplished a monumental miracle, 

feeding 5,000 men, not counting the women and children. This was 

more a ‘sign' that pointed to Jesus as Messiah' than a miracle. The bread 



 

given, blessed for the people's use was a ‘sign' of God's presence with 

them.   

 

  God was among them, not among them as the fulfillment of all 

their hearts' desires, but present as Jesus. God is bigger than their and 

our hunger. Listen and learn. Alleluia. Amen. 

 

   

 


