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Anonymous Believers

Ephesians 2:11-22

 

           The cornerstone of  the United States Capitol  building is  missing.  In the early
1880's there was a dedication ceremony at the beginning of construction of the Capitol
building.  As  time  passed,  the  cornerstone  sank  and  the  rubble  of  years  became  its
camouflage. 

 

           Today, the cornerstone is still missing. A committee has been appointed to locate
it, but they have failed so far. The importance of this stone is that it is a symbol of the
building's purpose, as well as its history.

 

           We, too, must keep our cornerstone before us. We do this to remind us of the
reason we are here.  

 

           In verses 19-22 we read: "So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In
him the whole structure is joined and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you
also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God."

 

           These words must have seemed like honey to their lips, these non-Jews who were
not part  of the Hebrew covenant.  I  remember being in my high school youth group
discussing the topic of salvation: "Who will be saved . . . The Jew or the non-Jew?"
Back then I  did  not  know the  clarity  of  Romans 11:29:  God's  calling and gifts  are
irreversible, God's promises are true.

 

           Perhaps the relevant question is will the non-Jew be saved? Those who have not
heard the prophets or the word of God, what about them? What about us? Our text tells



us that by Jesus' act the promises of God are brought to ALL! In verse 1:5 St. Paul
reminds us that we outsiders have been adopted into the family of God by God's grace.
What a fabulous phrase! We are encircled by God. 

 

            We enter God's family only by adoption. Unlike humanity, we do not come to this
family naturally. Believers are made not born. We are given a bequest. We, as non-Jews
were not  even in  the will.  But  now we are heirs  of  a  fortune,  celebrated as "God's
people."

 

St. Paul writes in chapter 2, "Remember that you were at that time without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of  Israel,  and strangers to the covenants  of  promise,
having no hope and without God in the world." You were "far off." Now we're close; the
wall is down (2:12, 13, 14).

            Note how the author uses an architectural metaphor here and that the verbs are in
a passive voice. Paul says that they were ‘built' together not they ‘decided' to join the
church.  Our  relationship  with  the  family  of  God  is  not  something  we  did  .  .  .  Its
something God does to us. Its grace.

 

           Our text now speaks of aliens and citizens. Believers substitute their citizenship in
one country for another. If we think that being a believer comes naturally or is a normal
kind of thing, we will be surprised. No one enters the family of God by birth. We must
be adopted, transferred, built into this home.

 

My mom was not anxious regarding whether I would become a believer or not. To her, it
was a natural event to occur. I awoke a few years ago to the realization that no one
makes  my  mom's  assumption  today.  The  world  where  Christianity  was  natural  has
ended. I discovered that our children and our grandchildren will not naturally grow up in
our faith.

 

           With the average US North American child/adolescent spending 30+ hours a week
staring at a screen, and a maximum average of 2 hours in church; When watching TV,
texting, posing for ‘selfies' and more, they are inundated with images of success a la
Americana. All of this is at great variance with "The Way."



 

           Many years ago a Catholic theologian coined the phrase "Anonymous Christians,"
people who were sincerely moral but were not believers. They were believers-at-large.
They may have been decent people, but they certainly were not believers. A church with
no boundaries is not a church. A believer is someone who chooses, and at least attempts
to follow "The Way of Jesus; someone who is dedicated to letting the story of Jesus
influence and shape their lives.

 

           My relationship with God does not depend upon how I am feeling, what I am
doing, or even what I am saying, but on what God in Jesus through the church has
already done. My life is not always Jesus-like, but the main idea is that you and I are
called to be a member of this bizarre, delightful, divine experiment called "church."

 

           Haven't you found this true yourself? How many Sundays have you come here
empty,  not  believing anything for  sure?  Then,  through the music,  or  the  reading of
Scripture,  or  the  singing of  hymns,  or  maybe even the  sermon,  you have  felt  faith
growing strong in you?

 

           When we pray the prayer of confession, you may not feel like confessing your sin.
That's  OK.  We  will  do  it  for  you.  We  will  confess  and  maybe  you  can  feel  our
confession as your confession, and you may join us in honesty regarding sin. This is
what is meant by the phrase the church being a "means of grace."

 

           With Jesus the Cornerstone, we become a new people, building for all to see that
God makes an observable building to be seen by all  as an alternative to our lifeless
society. Alleluia. Amen.

 

 

 


