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Darkness and Light 

St. John 9:l-7 

Humans have a fondness for slogans. Deep discernment is sometimes hidden in 
slogans. For the believer they can be a reminder of our commitment to God when things 
are tough. "Let go and Let God," is one example. The deeper meaning is that just 
because we are disciples of Jesus doesn't mean our lives will be trouble free, but in our 
lives God provides the means for us to overcome our difficulties. 

Some slogans, however, need careful attention. "Everything happens for a 
reason" is one of them. God's plans are different than our plans and God sees differently 
than we do. You and I have experienced situations that first appeared to be awful, 
perhaps a relationship that has gone awry, but then resolved itself to be more than we 
thought it could ever be. What we thought was grief was in reality a blessing. 

In our parable for today Jesus' disciples see a blind man and assume he is this way 
for 'a reason.' They inquire of Jesus if sin is the reason for this man's blindness and 
whose sin is responsible. We are told that this man has been blind since birth and it is 
reasonable to believe that the disciples didn't know this. 

But, how does one sin before she or he is born? Did the disciples ask this question 
loud enough for the blind man to hear? It is true that some people say hurtful words in 
voices loud enough for others to hear. A young girl sustained neurological damage from 
swimming in a polluted lake. She experienced epileptic- like seizures 

During one seizure, she hears a woman say, "There but for the grace of God go I. " 
We sometimes say that because we are grateful, but don't realize that by implication we 
are saying the one who is experiencing the trauma does not deserve the grace of God. 

The disciples' question reveals the risk of using the slogan "Everything happens for 
a reason." It focuses our attention backward looking for a reason for an excruciating 
event. It is possible that God may have a reason in a struggle we might have, but can we 
believe that God is behind everything we experience? 

When an infant (or any loved one) dies, do we dare assume God is responsible? 
Who can quantify the damage caused by pastors or people speaking to those who 
mourn by saying, "It was God's will," or "God must have needed her in heaven." There is 



not one thing in Holy Scripture to suggest that God wills a child to die. Whenever we 
start searching for God's reason for doing something, we can lead ourselves off course. 
From there it is easier to think that our bad situation is God's punishment for sin. 
Believing this way can turn God into a monster that would send a typhoon, or the death 
of an infant, for a 'reason.' 

Jesus focuses his answer to the disciples' question by telling them how God will 
reply. "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works 
might be revealed in him" (v. 3). Jesus wants us to see how God is working within this 
tragedy. 

This man's blindness is a display of the darkness of creation. 

Jesus is the Light that demolishes the darkness. Please note that St. John spends 
little time on the 'why' of our experience of darkness or the 'where' does it come from. 
He simply says, "The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood 
it.” 

St. John presumes that everybody understands that darkness is. In this parable 
Jesus mixes his saliva and dirt to make mud, and then spreads it on the man's eyelids. 
The man is healed and darkness loses another battle. 

When bad things happen to good people we have a habit of saying there is a 
'reason' for it. But in reality, we need to call them examples of darkness. In St. John's 
gospel the battle between darkness and light is inter-woven throughout. 

It was night when Nicodemus came to Jesus symbolizing the darkness of doubt. 
With the betrayal of Jesus by Judas, St. John merely say, "It was night." (St. John 13:30) 
Mary Magdalene visits Jesus' tomb while its still dark, revealing her unbelief. The reason 
behind our pain is not God; these circumstances come from the darkness in all of 
creation. The light that is Jesus scatters this darkness. 

When darkness invades our lives we can grab the words of Jesus. We may never 
find the reason behind what has or will happen to us. While it is certainly necessary to 
search our hearts for un-confessed sin, let us not find ourselves thinking our sin has 
caused our circumstances, unless, of course, it has. 

Rather, let us look for the wisdom or strength God may teach us through these 
situations. In these diverse circumstances, God may confront our indifference or 
dismantle our stubbornness. God has promised grace to nourish us. We should rejoice 
that God's work can be revealed in our situations. 



In the overabundance of the ways God's Light shines in the darkness, let our eyes 
be open to seeing the Light. Alleluia. Amen. 


