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God’s Grace Is Different 

Genesis 45:1-15; St. Luke 6:27-38 
 

 Is there any truth to “Karma?” If people are mean to others will that meanness 
return to them someday? Or positively, if you are kind to someone does that kindness 
return to you? 
 
 Isaac and Rebekah had twin boys with Esau, the ruddy one de-wombing first. 
Jacob, the grasper, was born next. The plot line of Jacob’s life reveals that he was quite 
the heel. He deceived his brother and stole the birthright. He cheated his father of his 
blessing. 
 
 At this point of the story karma-like action take place. Jacob has a son named 
Joseph. Joe was Jacob’s favorite son so he lavishly gave him a techno-colored coat. The 
apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. Unable to keep his ‘favored’ status to himself he 
brags to his brothers. 
 
 The brothers have had enough and in a fit of fury attack Joe, throw him in a hole, 
take his coat, shred it and douse it with animal blood. These are tough men and they 
are not finished. They sell Joe to some Bedouins then bring the bloody coat home to 
their father saying his favorite son was dead. Jacob wept.  
 
 And yes, the trickster had been tricked: Joseph was alive. Years slip by. 
Humanity plans and God laughs. Joe’s life changes from slave to prime minister of 
Egypt. Away from Egypt severe famine hits the old homestead and guess who travels 
to Egypt for food: Joe’s brothers.  
 
 Ignorant of who the Prime Ministry really is Joseph clears the room of all but 
his brothers. Then Joe reveals who he is and the brothers begin to shake in terror, 
crawling on the floor, pleading for mercy, begging that those who sold him into 
slavery not be killed. Why? Karma. What goes around comes around. But this is not 
Joseph’s way. He grants them life not death. In verse 20 he says, “Even though you 
intended to do me harm, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous 
people.” 
 
 This is not normal human behavior. Usually if someone does you a good, you do 
her a good also. If someone does you otherwise, you insult or reject them. Jesus might 
say that kind of living is “Street” living, not living “The Way.” God calls us to a higher 
way of living. 



 

 
 The Lenten season is here. It is fitting that today’s text is one where Jesus 
reminds us not to judge others. Yet, aren’t some of Jesus’ teachings ‘Karmic’ like? He 
has said, (Wayne’s paraphrase) “The way you measure is the way God will measure 
you?” And, “Treat others kindly if you want to be treated kindly in return.” 
 
 Jesus is aware of all the pop-psychology that has been around along time. Jesus 
purposely strides toward the cross because he knows that we live in a ruthless, get 
even world that if unchallenged becomes a nasty, cynical, and score keeping brew of 
bitterness. It is one of the reasons St. Paul wrote to the divided church at Corinth, 
‘Love does not keep score.’  
 
 While the world tells us that we should balance our books with revenge, Jesus 
tells us that there is a different, better way to live. This other way is the way of 
submission. When we submit our lives to God in Christ Jesus we receive a gift not 
found in our DNA. That gift is Grace. The Holy Spirit becomes alive within us and we 
realize that God's justice is unlike our flimsy concept of justice. 
 
 We are empowered with God’s grace that enables us to be aware of other’s 
needs. Being God powered we are released from our anger and bitter words and can 
respond to the insensitivity of others with what they need most . . . God’s grace 
. As liberated children of God we no longer see others as black or white, rich or 
poor, smart or dumb. Instead, we see people for whom Jesus died, and Jesus loves, 
people who like us are made in the image of God who urgently need God’s grace. 
 
 It is my hope that all of us would love like Jesus so that that love might return 
to us. In a perfect world this would be so. But it certainly wasn’t Jesus’ story. While he 
gave overly generous love people killed him. This holy season is a reminder of this 
sacrifice.  
 In your heart’s eye, ask yourself what if your sin, (my sin too) your 
insensitivities, your sarcastic jibes came back to you? If that shakes you then you 
know why we need a Savior. Jesus walks that death walk because he knows we need 
more than ledger balancing. What we need most is grace. Alleluia. Amen. 
 


