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Is It Really Over? 
Colossians 3: 12-1 7 

What turns you on about holidays or vacations? Is it the anticipation? Do you enjoy 
making plans for trips or vacations? I have always been early to everything. My wife tells 
me I was an hour early for our first date! Sylvia becomes frustrated with me on the night 
before a special event because I get up so early that I am ready way ahead of her. After 
months of planning and anticipation, it is amazing to me how soon the day of the special 
event arrives. Before you know it, the event is over and you are enjoying the memories. 

Christmas is like that. Lots of planning and anticipation. It seems that for months we 
plan family gatherings, meals, social events, special worship experiences with lots of 
wonderful music, and shopping jaunts to purchase those extraordinary gifts. The 
merchants seem to flood us with anticipatory Christmas advertising earlier and earlier 
each year. For months we plan and prepare and before we know it Christmas is here. 
For children it seems that time goes by slowly; but for adults the time seems to go by 
more swiftly every year. I am always saddened when I see all the Christmas trash, the 
boxes, ribbons, and bows on the sidewalks the day after Christmas. It's disappointing 
how quickly some Christmas trees make it to the curbside. The holiday has already come 
and gone and all that is left is the cleanup. Why are we so anxious to put away our 
Christmas decorations and take down our Christmas trees? 

Why is it that we take weeks to prepare and then we celebrate for just one short day? 
Christmas is not over with the passing of one day of celebration. Traditionally, Christmas 
lasted for twelve days; that's why we sing the song about the twelve days of Christmas. 
The celebration continues until the day of Epiphany, on January 6, when we celebrate 
the light of the star that appeared at Jesus' birth and guided the magi on their journey. 
But more important than this tradition is the reality that the spirit of Christmas should 
remain with us throughout the year. 

In the third chapter of St. Paul's letter to the church at Colossae, St. Paul spells out what 
a new life in Christ looks like. The characteristics of the Christian walk mirror the spirit 
and attitudes of the Christmas season. 

St. Paul writes that the Christian be clothed with compassion. 

Christmas is a time when we do many acts of compassion, such as giving to the poor and 
the needy and feeding the hungry. 



St. Paul states that Christians be clothed with kindness. 

Christmas is when we remember to be considerate of others. People will help carry 
packages, hold open doors, and even give others their parking spaces during this season, 
who would never consider doing these kindnesses during the rest of the year. 

St. Paul also writes that Christians should be clothed with patience.  

Now, we may question the reality of this attitude during Christmas, especially if we have 
experienced long checkout lines or people fighting over the last remaining popular toy, 
but perhaps people are more patient during this time of year. 

St. Paul reminds us that the most important thing with which we need to be clothed 
with is love, and to remember to do everything in the name of the Lord with 
thanksgiving. Christmas is certainly a season when we express love. We share the love 
of family as we gather for holiday meals and reunions. 

This Christian clothing of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, 
forgiveness, love, and thankfulness, are not items to be put on just one day a year or 
even for one season of the year. The new life in Christ requires that we be clothed this 
way every single day. Sometimes, after we have become new creations in Christ, we 
forget that we need to exhibit this newness each day. St. Paul is reminding the 
Colossians, as he is reminding us, that as God's chosen ones, we are to be holy in our 
attitude and our action. 

Although Christmas Day has come and gone, let us remember that Christmas is not just 
a one-day celebration. It is a season that continues to Epiphany, but more important, it 
is a season that we should continue to celebrate in our hearts and in our spirits 
throughout the year. Alleluia. Amen. 


