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 What Are We Searching for? 
St. Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Dr. Suess’ “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” is a favorite story this time of year. You 
might remember that every Who that lived in Whoville loved Christmas . . . except the 
Grinch who lived outside Whoville. If you asked him why he did not love Christmas he 
might say that his sweater is too tight or his mind is a half-bubble off plumb. But Dr. 
Suess may say that the Grinch’s heart was too small. 
 
The Grinch didn’t steal Christmas but he did take everything symbolic about Christmas, 
including the “Who Pudding!” Nothing was left except snow and a small piece of food 
that the Who-mice wouldn’t even eat. 
 
What the Grinch could not steal was Christmas itself.  The Whos celebrated without the 
gifts or food, or decorations. The Grinch was puzzled by this and came to realize that he 
had not taken Christmas but simply missed it. He stood puzzling and puzzling: "How 
could it be so? It came without ribbons! It came without tags! it came without packages, 
boxes or bags!" Bewildered, he finally realized that "Maybe Christmas," he thought, 
"doesn't come from a store. "Maybe Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!"  
(Source, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” Dr. Seuss, 1957) 
 
Perhaps Dr. Suess’ Grinch wasn’t the first Grinch. Maybe it was the evil king Herod the 
Great who wanted to destroy Christmas. Just like Suess’ Grinch the king stood on his 
mountain and missed it. His mountain is called the “Herodium” and was a man-made 
palace. It was huge, housing a thousand soldiers, the royal family, and was self-
contained. Stunningly beautiful with pools, mosaic artwork and gardens. Its ruins can be 
seen today. 
 
A fair contrast in evil leaders is King Herod and Saddam Hussein. Both killed thousands 
of innocent people including the Royal family and friends. Both exhibited paranoia, 
building palatial homes in areas of hopeless poverty. They both lived in the mid-east, 
five hundred miles from Bagdhad.  
 
St. Matthew’s Gospel has the most details regarding Herod’s Christmas. 
  
St. Matthew 2:13-23. 
 



 

How hard was it for Herod to miss Christmas? Three Old Testament professors drove a 
long way to inform Herod of the upcoming event. He checked his palace chief of staff 
and they agreed that a Jewish prophet was to be born in Bethlehem. The king knew as 
much about Christmas as anyone, and he still missed it as Mary and Joseph left to go to 
Egypt, moving away from his rule of horror. 
 
We need to remember that some residents of Bethlehem did discover Christmas. Those 
who were the first to the manger were the shepherds, who received an angelic 
invitation, a royal offer, their I-phones chiming an unknown song, and they were 
FedX’ed to the manger. The shepherds worshipped the child and departed as radically 
transformed people. 
 
What a contrast, this king and the shepherds. 
 
Herod was more powerful and had more resources than anyone in the land. He could 
order a massacre of innocents by slaughter, and do it while living in luxury that boggles 
our minds today.   
 
On the contrary, the shepherds lived in powerless poverty. Herod was old, they were 
young. The shepherds were probably teenagers or even younger. 
 
Herod lived in extravagance, they lived in the fields. And yet it was the boys who found 
Christmas, and Herod missed it. 
 
This comparison between king Herod and today it is essential because today’s holiday 
season surrounds us and is much like Herod’s day filled with immense wealth, privilege 
and guilt. We are so busy that there is little time for us to see Jesus. So many people 
have heard of Jesus but do not know him. And, it can happen to believers, too. 
 
Finding what we are searching for is critical because if we don’t look for Jesus we may 
discover that we are on society’s or our own mountain, not finding Jesus in either 
Whoville or Bethlehem. 
 
 The way to “find Christmas” is to find the Christ child. We may give or receive the gift 
that we want and miss the Gift that will make a difference in our lives. The center of 
Christmas isn’t something you can touch, rather it is the Christ Child. 
 
The heart of Christmas isn’t in the materialism that surrounds the holiday. The answer 
isnt’ found in a car with a red bow on the roof in our driveway, or the sentimentalized 
commercials that flood our TV sets and radios. 



 

 
King Herod did not find Christmas but the shepherds did. They were not so busy that 
they couldn’t hear “the Good News.” It may be that we have to block out time in our 
hectic schedules to find what we are searching for. This sounds so obvious yet we hear 
others, and ourselves, saying “I have no time!” 
 
When we find the time we discover what is rarely heard today: quiet! There is no quiet 
in shopping! We don’t need a whole day for this. If we find the time we will not only 
escape the crowds, the noise, and the frustration, but we will find peace. 
 
If you schedule the time, be sure to find the quiet. As you do, you’ll be modeling Jesus, 
who often took time to escape the crowds, to escape a crowded schedule, and to 
escape the noise. Psalm 46 says in part, “Be still and know that I am God.” 
 
Even if King Herod had included quiet time in his schedule or declared one day “a day of 
stillness,” he would have missed Christmas, because finding what we are searching for 
takes faith. Herod had none. Without faith we are unwilling to pay tribute or kneel 
before Jesus. The Christmas Story may be so familiar to us that we may miss the Child  
given for the world.  
 
Looking at the ruins of the Herodium today we can easily see a truth: King Herod’s life 
was shattered and empty. Barely anything remains of “Herod the Great,” except in 
history books. No colleges or hospitals are named after him. 
 
Jesus is the opposite. Although he was born homeless and the king in a palace and he, 
Mary and Joseph ran like insects before pest control, Herod is dead and Jesus lives! Two 
centuries later we find hospitals, colleges, and even jewelry names after the Christ Child. 
While no one follows Herod today, millions believe in Jesus and trust him for their lives.  
 
Herod is gone and Jesus lives! And those who live in him have hope, strength to serve 
one another, and to eradicate fear, loneliness, poverty, depression, and despair. All of 
this, because of the Christmas Story.  
 
Herod’s dead … Jesus lives! Alleluia. Amen. 


