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Fast Friends 

St. John 15:9-17 

 

When you are searching for a friend what qualities do you look for? Internet 

sites such as EHarmony.com, Match.com and Facebook have enlarged the meaning of 

“friend.” I recently read that because of Facebook, those who are friends of the friends 

of your friends can be called your friends too! 

 

 How would you write a definition of a friend? It might be that a friend is 

someone who is trustworthy, empathetic and loving.  Someone who allows you to be 

you and accepts you as you are.  A friend loves enough to be honest with you about 

the difficult and uncomfortable aspects that each of us need to hear. A true friend is 

tough and forgiving, more than willing to give you another chance. A friend knows 

you and yet likes you anyway! 

 

 Eleanor Roosevelt defined friends this way: “Many people will walk in and out 

of your life, but only true friends will leave footprints in your heart.” 

 

 Jesus says that we are his friends. What is more astounding is what he doesn’t 

say. He does not call us ‘servants’ or co-workers, colleagues, neighbors, or even family. 

Jesus says, “You are my friends.” 

 

 This image of Jesus as friend can bring to us a picture of the One to whom we 

may turn for comfort and reliability when walking through a dark valley. Or, a picture 

of God as friend—not judge, lord, or master and this picture may draw us into a 

deeper and closer journey with God. 

 

 If we understand God as friend we can dissolve our past misunderstanding of 

God as a remote, unfriendly, faultfinding and unapproachable.  

 

 Yet, if we think of God as our best friend then when we pray we experience a 

personal conversation with the One who truly understands. We never need being 

afraid of not using the correct words or of being misunderstood.  



 

 

 It is not difficult to love our friends. Where we need assistance is in living a life 

so that our friends can both see and understand that we love them.   

 

 As we ponder what ‘Jesus is our friend’ means, we also need to ruminate on 

what ‘being a friend of Jesus’ means. Jesus draws a sharp line between being a slave 

or servant to a master, and being a friend to a friend. 

 

A servant obeys commands, follows rules, is rewarded for doing right and 

punished for doing wrong. Servants feel secure when all of the directions are clearly 

stated. They may not know exactly what their master’s plan is, but they know what 

they have to do. 

 

 In contrast, a friend willingly becomes a partner in the ‘big idea.’ She or he is 

entrusted and inspired to work side by side to complete the shared vision. Friendship 

is composed of freedom, confidence and accountability. 

 

 The statement of Jesus that we are friends of God has radical implications for 

us and the manner in which we live out our faith, both inside and outside of church. 

It moves us away from ‘what do I get out of it.’ As a friend of God we are invited to 

share in God’s generosity.  

 

 When we believe that we ARE friends of God, then we hear Jesus’ words “Love 

one another as I have loved you,” as an invitation to share in the values of Jesus. That 

is what you call mission! Since God is always looking for new friends, we are 

encouraged to be intentional and not shy about inviting others into fellowship with 

God. That is evangelism! 

 

 God seeks to be friends with everyone. God’s love and friendship is limitless. 

God is your friend and will never ‘unfriend’ you! Alleluia, Amen. 


